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President Tim Tritch - Home 260-
475-5931

Cell - 260-668-5478
tmtritch@ligtel.com

Vice President
Sharon Wirey - Cell 317-440-2560

Secretary
To be appointed.

Treasurer

Mike Breen - Home 765-534-
3440

Cell 317-408-6557
MikeB16996@aol.com

Board of Directors
Mike Whistler - 2011
Cell 574-220-6410

Hank Highfield -2012
Cell 317-513-1028
collegeforge@yahoo.com

Havilah Elia -2010
Home 574-656-8642
havilahsfarrierser-
vice@hotmail.com

Joe Auer -2012
Cell 260-312-2257

Jared Jackson - 2011
Cell 317-512-0695

Bill Bailey - 2010
Home 765-649-6052

Contest Chair

Bradley Langhofer

Cell 574-220-6410

PSCAREP Chair

Adam Speicher

Cell 574-721-4456
grcerhorseshoeing@yahoo.com

Certification Chair
Tim Tritch - Home 260-475-5931
Cell - 260-668-5478

Picnic

Julie Young - Home 317-878-4588
Cell 317-502-6348
crossfireforge@hotmail.com

Archives
Clyde Stringer - Home 765-526-
2662 indianafarrier@yahoo.com

Fall Clinic
Bill Bailey - Cell 765-606-6052

Banquet
Ann Griffin - Cell 317-727-5461

triplecrownforgel@hughes.net

Election
Rob Griffin - Cell 317-432-3718
triplecrownforge@hughes.net

Constitution &Bylaws
Chip Hunt - Home 812-448-2171

Achievements
David Bruce - 765-438-5758
luckyb@hughes.net

Memhership
Havilah Elia - Home 574-656-8642
havilahsfarrierservice@hotmail.com

Spring Hammer-in North
To be appointed.

Fall Hammer -in South
Heather Holly - Cell 317-440-9746
hclaxton@tds.net

Sponsorship Sharon Wirey - Cell
317-440-2560

Newsletter Chair
Julie Young Cell 317-502-6348
crossfireforge@hotmail.com

Upcoming Events

Feb. 2-5 International Hoof-Care Summit, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Contact: (866) 839-8455 or
register online at: www.IHCS2010.com

Feb. 20 AAEP Farrier Short Course Program, Purdue Uni-
versity, Lafayette, IN
Contact: LeighAnne Erickson.
(765) 414-8009

Feb. 24-27 39" Annual AFA Convention, Portland, Oregon.
Contact: (859) 233-7411 or go
online to: info@afaconvention.com

March 1st Deadline for membership renewal to make 2010
directory.

March 1st BOD meeting 4:30pm at Mike Breen's shop

March 3rd IAEP meeting: Speaker Tracey Turner, DVM.

8:00am Hamilton Co. Fairgrounds. Pre-
Registration required. Registration form on page
20.

March 12th Newsletter submissions deadline.
Julie Young (317) 878-4588
crossfireforge@hotmail.com

March 17 Camping reservations for IFA fall picnic should be
made for those arriving Friday,
Sept. 17,2010. Contact: 1-866-622-6746 or go online

to:www.camp.in.gov

April 9-11 Hoosier Horse Fair clinic and contest. Mitch
Taylor, judge and clinician. Contact: Brad
Langhofer: (574) 220-6410
or online at: rvtprof(@hotmail.com

May 3rd BOD meeting 4:30pm , Mike Breen's
shop.
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Indiana Farriers’ Association
Membership Form

Please complete and mail this form along with your payment. If
you would like a short Bio included on the IFA website, please
include it with this form.

IFA Number Date

Certification Level

Name

Address
City State ZIP

County (required)

Home Phone Cell Phone

' E-mail Address

Web Site

Choose One:

O Regular Membership $35.00

(Voting rights; Includes $10 annual Injured Farrier’s Fund fee)
O Associate Membership $25.00
(Non-voting member)

O Lifetime Membership $300.00
(Includes first year’s Injured Farrier’s Fund fee)

Please make checks payable to IFA. Mail payment and this form to:
Mike Breen ¢ 14741 East 196th Street « Noblesville, IN 46060 « (765) 534-4250

We Can Use Your Help!
Can we contact you about helping out? (Don forget this is a non-profit organization
relying solely on volunteers)

O Yes, ’m interested in helping O No, Not at this time.

Rev: A Date Rev: 5-9-2009
To revise Document please contact IFA Secretary to receive Rev.

We will try printing a membership form in each newsletter so they will be readily available to members.
Handing these forms out explaining why we enjoy the fellowship of the IFA is a step into the future of the
IFA. As with anything, we may only capture 10,5,2, % of the folks this form is handed out to, but even
1% is a positive change. Capturing new members has many positives for the IFA, and the farrier industry
as a whole. First, and foremost, it unites the fine folks of the farrier industry toward a common goal.
Second, it gets more folks talking about the IFA which creates the best advertisement known to the Farrier
industry (word of mouth). This word of mouth not only promotes the IFA to farrier’s, but also to horse
owners (clients and potential clients). The third, and most likely not the final positive, is the more mem-
bers, the greater potential for educational opportunities. So in short, please do not toss these membership
forms out with the bath water. Instead, hand them to another farrier or vet and promote your organization.
Thank Havilah Elia for supplying the membership form and all the work she does on membership next
time you see her.

A
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President’s Letter

Hi Everyone,

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and New
Year. Since this is my first presidents’ report I would like
to take a moment to thank the association for giving me the
opportunity to help move the IFA forward.

Through the next couple of years I’d like to see the IFA
grow — not just in numbers but also in the knowledge of our
craft and to grow closer as an association.

Every IFA president that I can remember has said

the next phrase, which I will reiterate also, this is not my
association this is our association. So if you have comments,
complaints, or just thinking out loud please come to the
meetings and voice your thoughts. Get involved.
It takes a tremendous amount of work to keep an associa-
tion functioning and the more people that are involved and
helping the easier it is. I would also like to thank the
spouses of the members, there are many of you who put in
as much time as the members themselves do, and if you
have any ideas how we can improve our association please
let us know.

If you missed the annual dinner meeting this year
you missed a special treat. This was our 25™ year as an as-
sociation and Clyde Stringer put together a PowerPoint
presentation of how this association started out and how it
has grown through the years. This showed the dedication
and work our founding members went through to get this
association started. Thank you Clyde for a job well done!
Ann Griffin also put together another great dinner meeting
— Thanks Ann.

Until next time be safe and God bless

Tim Tritch
President



Keeper of the Rules

The IFA founders decided we should follow Robert's Rules of Order
and our Constitution and By-Laws (C&BL) to conduct all IFA meet-
ings. The C&BL committee is a standing committee, appointed by the
President. The committee shall make a full report of activities at the
annual meeting. The annual meeting “shall be for the purpose of the
election of Officers and the transaction of such business as may come
before the meeting.” Are these documents simply guidelines to follow
or rules to be executed diligently?

In May 09 the C&BL committee chair mailed these documents to the
executive committee so we would know our responsibility of proce-
dure, which we still fail to follow in all situations unless the chair ad-
vises us.

The issue created in the C&BL committee report at the annual meeting
should have been handled at the11/09 Board Of Directors (BOD) meet-
ing; the C&BL chair did not attend this meeting so therefore he advised
the executive committee at the annual meeting of our responsibility.
The C&BL chair fulfills this obligation to the executive committee, yet
gets most issues opposed until the next meeting. This seems counter-
productive in a BOD meeting. The two topics which got delayed until
the next meeting were both time sensitive and needed to be resolved
before the March 1 meeting.

The purpose of this organization is to promote quality farriery, build
and encourage community, sponsor and promote activities and educa-
tional meetings. It takes the whole membership to make this happen.

This is a volunteer organization that struggles to find willing volunteers
to fill positions. We all need to get in the sandbox and play nice to-
gether without all the drama, ego and personality so we can build an
eager organization that strives toward our original purpose.

Sharon Wirey
IFA Vice-President and Sponsorship Chair
317-440-2560

THE STABLERS, INC,

Innovative products to make your Horsekeeping Easier

ROTARY
SMART

www thestablers _com

Farrier ‘s.! C ontact im lm‘o l,:ll‘li-i(}(”() (MNUI to 560())
when your client purchases a SMART spreader!




Chip Hunt Tools
www.chiphunttools.com
812-448-2171

Lets have fun at Hammer-In's again!
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Minutes of the Indiana Farriers’ Association Annual Member-
ship Meeting
January 9th, 2010

Present: Julie Young, Chip Hunt, Doug Weber, Tyler Shupe, Dion
O’Brien, Hank Highfield, Mike Breen, Ryan Clarke, Steven
Comer, David Bruce, Bill Bailey, Cody Boggard, Bradley Lang-
hofer, Havilah Elia, John Cloe, Jeff Doll, Jared Jackson, Dale Jack-
son, Barb Jackson, Tim Tritch, Ann Griffin, Rob Griffin, Joe Auer,
Lance Kendrick, Jim Huffman, Charlie Helton, Jim Keith, Heather
Holly, Sharon Wirey, and someone with the initials W. R.?

Call to order: 7:58pm.

Minutes from the previous meeting were approved.

President’s report: Dion O’Brien reported that it has been a tre-
mendous pleasure serving as IFA president for the last 4 years. He
recognized the 25-year members as having made his career what it
is today.

Vice President’s report: Sharon Wirey reported that she is glad
Dion didn’t quit before his term was up so she didn’t have to take
over as President.

Secretary’s report: no report, not present.

Treasurer’s report: Mike Breen reported that for 2009 the IFA
took in $14,686.41 and spent $16,273.09 = $ -1,586.41 for
the year; the Injured Farrier Fund paid out $1200 during year
and has balance of $8,075.04; 2009 directory made
$1,252.80; the contest lost $331.40; sponsorship money to-
taled to $1,000; annual dinner meeting $ -211.60; 2009 cer-
tification $-374.68; the Tim Byrne Fund still has $3,300.
Committee Chair Reports

Archives: Clyde Stringer gave a slideshow presentation of the his-
tory of the IFA for the 25th anniversary.

Achievement: David Bruce presented the Clyde Stringer Award to
Dr. Scott Thompson of Janssen’s Veterinary Clinic. The Al Mor-
gan Memorial Service Award went to Bill Bailey and John Va-
nada.

Banquet: Ann Griffin reported that next year she may require pay-
ment for the banquet with the RSVP to make sure that there are no
wasted meals.



Certification: Tim Tritch reported that it has been a tough year
financially for the certification. He has a facility near the Michi-
gan line to host the next certification. Dan Child has committed
to be the examiner for free.

Constitution and Bylaws: Chip Hunt reported that the secretary
has missed 3 meetings and that, according to the Bylaws, Arti-
cle V, can be removed from office at the BODs discretion.
Section 11. Removal

Any Director may be removed from office, with or without
cause, by vote of a majority of the Board of Directors present at
a duly-called meeting of said Board. Another Director may be
elected by and from the Members of the Association for the un-
expired term of the Director removed from office. Any Director
who fails to attend two consecutive duly-called meetings or fails
to attend two-thirds (2/3) of the duly-called meetings within a
calendar year is subject to removal.

Dion O’Brien stated that the issue should be brought up under
New Business.

Contest: Brad Langhofer reported that the contest will be held
on April 9th-10th with Mitch Taylor as Judge. Mitch will judge
for free + expenses only. Brad needs volunteers for the meal and
clean-up duty. There will be a creative forging class. Brad en-
couraged members to show up and bid at the auction.

Election: Rob Griffin reported that 40 ballots were counted.
There were write-ins for the 2 Directors - Hank Highfield and
Joe Auer won. Mike Breen is Treasurer. Tim Tritch is President.
Rob will do the election again next year.

Motion - Sharon Wirey motioned to have the ballots destroyed.
Dion O’Brien seconded. Motion carried.

Fall Clinic: Bill Bailey reported that he is looking for clinic
ideas. The Tab Pigg Vettec clinic had 29 attendees on day one
and 18 on day two. Thank you cards have been sent.
Hammer-ins: Heather Holly reported poor attendance at the last
hammer in. It was suggested that RSVPs be requested for future
hammer-ins and that we get other associations involved. Sharon
Wirey stressed the need to get new members involved.

ADVERTISING INFORMATION FOR QUARTER
CLIPS BI-MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Full page: $165.00/year
Y page : $85.00/year

13 page : $35.00/year

Electronic ads should submitted as JPEG, TIFF or PDF format.
Resolution should be at least 150-300dpi for best quality. E-mail
files and ad specifications to: Julie Young at: cross-
fireforge@hotmail.com. If you do not have an electronic file,

please mail a good, clean copy of your ad and specifications to:
Julie Young, 8824 S 500 W Trafalgar, IN 46181.

Our advertisers will be mailed one copy of our newsletter for
proof and approval. Upon approval they will receive a statement
for six issues of Quarter Clips publicity. Contact Julie Young
(317) 502-6348 with questions or for more information.

Indiana Farriers’ Association Web Site
www.indianafarriers.org

Terry L. Brandenburg, DVM

275 W. 250 South I Ph: 765-482-6261
Lebanon, IN 46052 | Fax: 765-482-6678
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Thank you Dion O'Brien for the two terms of presidential service
you've given the IFA. Dion stepped up to the plate four years ago dur-
ing a rather volatile time of differing opinions and helped lead the IFA
forward. We appreciate all you've done for the Indiana Farrier's Asso-
ciation.

Kentucky Horseshoeing school has moved to: 3612 Lexington Road,
Richmond, Kentucky. Phone # (800) 626-5359

Bill Bailey is asking the IFA membership for input regarding the IFA
fall clinic. If you have any ideas about topics or clinicians please con-
tact him at 765-606-6052.

“FootWorks” located on Kentucky Avenue, Indianapolis IN is offering
an [FA discount if you mention you are a member of our association.
Phone # 317-455-9175

Please note the Hoosier Horse Fair is being held a week later than usual
(April 9-11) due to Easter falling on the first Sunday in April this year.

Brad Langhofer needs IFA volunteers for the Hoosier Horse Fair April
9th-11"™. Members interested in taking shifts at our IFA Booth or assist-

ing with the dinner Saturday evening should contact Brad - (574) 220-
6410

On the morning of January 15™, five farriers met in Noblesville for
breakfast. We had no agenda, no expectations, no plans. We just met
to have a good hearty breakfast and some good talk. We discussed
thrush, politics, the artificial joint, and Brad’s beard. This was such a
great time of fellowship that as we prepared to go our separate ways,
we knew we wanted to meet again for some more food and some more
camaraderie. Our next breakfast is on February 19" at Perkins in No-
blesville. If you would like to join us or have any questions, feel free to
contact Bill Bailey at (765) 649-6052 or (765) 606-6052.
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Injured Farrier’s Fund: Mike Breen reported that $1,200 had been
paid out in 2009.

Membership: Havilah Elia reported that 3 awards would be sent out -
5 years: Bonnie Hensley and Marsan Brewer; 10 years: Bradley
Langhofer.

Newsletter: Julie Young reported that the last 2 issues came in under
budget. She is getting 15%off at Kinkos and sponsors are helping
with costs. She needs committee reports a.s.a.p.

Picnic: Julie Young reported that the picnic will be on Sept. 18th. and
that she will put details on the March 17th deadline to reserve camp-
sites in the newsletter. George Elia has volunteered to grill the meat
and everyone is encouraged to bring a dish to pitch-in.

Sponsorship: Sharon Wirey reported that she has sent out forms to
179 potential sponsors, and received responses from 6. The Red Hats
& Purple Chaps want to trade ads in our directories. Cave & Co. will
print the directories.

Website: Chip Hunt reported that due to a technical problem it has not
been updated since Oct.7th. He is looking into the problem and will
update the site very soon.

PSCAAEP: Dion O’Brien reported that he has tried to contact Adam
Speicher and gotten no response. A new liaison will need to be ap-
pointed. Dr. Mark Russell stressed the importance of the Farrier Short
Course for the Purdue students.

Indiana Horse Council: Dion O’Brien reported that he would have
more time to be more active as the liaison.

Old business: none.

New business:

Motion- Chip Hunt motioned to remove Kevin Wyatt as Secretary.
Bill Bailey seconded. Motion failed.

Jim Huffman stated the need to get new members involved. Charlie
Helton suggested making a list of farriers looking for help to circulate
to the horseshoeing schools.

Motion- Dion O’Brien motioned to discuss sponsorship exchange
with the Red Hats & Purple Chaps at the next meeting. Lance Ken-
drick seconded. Motion carried.

Announcements: Bill Bailey announced that Tim Tritch’s father
passed away and the [FA had sent a card. Bill asked that anyone who
knows of a similar event inform him so he can send a card.

Motion to adjourn - Jared Jackson. Seconded - Sharon Wirey.

Time of adjournment: 8:41pm.



Editor's Note

I'm Pleased to announce there has been a great response from our
membership regarding newsletter submissions. That's a good indi-
cation “Quarter Clips” is being read, and our association has a lot
to say.
Included in this Jan./Feb. issue you will find a rebuttal to an arti-
cle first published Syears ago, in another publication, which re-
cently appeared again — this time in the Oct./Nov. issue of
"Today's ProFarrier." This article was one farrier's take on the
IFA's 2004 Fall Clinic. I encourage all of you to read another far-
rier's opinion on pages 10—-17. I believe this rebuttal accurately
reflects the opinions of the majority of those IFA members who
attended that fall clinic. I was one of them.
Rebuking another's interpretation is everyone's right. When done
without malice and with dignity and consideration for all those
involved it becomes a healthy vehicle for exchanging ideas — and
encourages the growth of everyone's knowledge. It makes us
think.
I adopted a little phrase many years ago that I employ often; usu-
ally with a smile. “Never say never, or always.” So many times
you just don't know what might work. Don't limit your thinking.
Wishing you all a happy, safe and prosperous new year.
Sincerely,
Julie
crossfireforge@hotmail.com

IFA 2010 ELECTION RESULTS

Election chairman Rob Griffin reported forty votes were received for
this year's election held January 9", 2010 at our annual general
membership dinner meeting. Tim Tritch is our new IFA president
and Mike Breen remains treasurer. No one was nominated for board
of directors and sixteen different members were written in. Hank
Highfield is our new board member and Joe Auer was re-elected to
the bod. Positions up for next year's nominations will be: vice presi-
dent, secretary and two board of directors. Congratulations, IFA offi-
cers.

IN MEMORY

Our sympathy to the Tim Tritch family for the recent loss of Tim's
father and to the Wyatt's for the loss of Kevin's father in-law.

Longtime Mooresville Indiana farrier Steve Money died unexpect-

edly on Saturday November the 28th. He was an excellent horse-

man, and a superb forge craftsman. His shoeing technique was

built on a solid foundation, yet he was always seeking new and

improved ways to accomplish things. Farrier, horse trainer, rid-

ing instructor, father, husband and friend...he is missed by many.
~Tana M°Elhinney

REMINDERS

Dues are due! If you haven’t renewed your membership for 2010
this will be the last IFA mailing you will receive. To ensure your
information will appear in the 2010 IFA directory, membership dues
need to be received no later than March 1st. There is a renewal form
enclosed in this newsletter for your convenience.

Those IFA members wishing to camp picnic weekend (the fall picnic
is Saturday, Sept. 18th) please remember reservations at Horseman's
Campground, Brown County State Park, can be made six months
prior to date of arrival. Reservations cannot be made before this date
but may be made afterward. September sites at Brown County can
be hard to obtain; your best chance at getting a good one involves
contacting the reservation center March 17 for those arriving Fri-
day, September 17,

By Phone: 1-866-622-6746, or Online: www.camp.in.gov
Most IFA campers will be on the north end of Horseman's Camp-
ground, in electrical. If you have questions or need more information
feel free to contact me.

Julie Young, IFA Picnic Chairman crossfireforge(@hotmail.com
#317-502-6348
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Indiana Association of Equine Practitioners

IAEP 2010 Spring Meeting

Speaker: Tracey Turner, DVM
Subject: Equine lameness involving the distal limb
When: Wednesday, March 3, 2010 8 a.m.- 4p.m.
Location: Hamilton County Fair grounds
Noblesville, Indiana

Fees: $50.00 Pre-registration fees include luncheon
IFA Member Name:
alty St: Zip
Phone

Make Check Payable To: IAEP

Mail to: Scott Thompson
Janssen Veterinary Clinic
2420 West 236" St
Sheridan, IN 46069

Phone: 317.758.4865

i Address:
i Fax: 317.758.6055

S u P P L I

D.L.Schwartz Company
is a full-line distributor
of all major brands of
horseshoes, nails, farrier
tools, hoof care and
repair products.

COMPANY,LLC

Please call or write for a free catalog.
2188 5.US 27 - Berne, IN 46711 - 1-800-955-3064

Congratulations to IFA Award Recipients

The 2009 IFA achievement and membership awards were presented
at our annual dinner meeting held January 9™ 2010, at Indiana
Downs, Shelbyville, IN.

Dr. Scott Thompson received the 2009 Clyde Stringer education
award, exceeding the IFA's definition of the recipient. Dr. Thompson
has indeed “gone out of his way to promote education and communi-
cation between veterinarians and farriers and shared his knowledge
and experience for the good of all.”

This year a tied vote awarded both Bill Bailey and John Vanada the
Al Morgan memorial service award for their dedicated service to the
IFA. We appreciate what you two have contributed to our associa-
tion.

Membership awards are based on consecutive years of membership
dues paid. Marsan Brewer, Bonnie Hensley and Dave Hudson were
honored with short-sleeve polo shirts for their five year membership
and Brad Langhofer was awarded a long-sleeve polo shirt for his ten
year membership to the IFA.

Welcome New Members

Wayland Arney #380
Camby, IN

Tyler Shupe #381
Martinsville, IN

Steve Comer #382
Rushville, IN

I have enjoyed my time with the IFA thus far and look forward to
many more years with the organization. I was pleasantly sur-
prised and honored to receive the Al Morgan Memorial Service
Award at the banquet this January. I really appreciate the privi-
lege of receiving such recognition.

Thank you,
Bill Bailey

9



December 315 2009

Matt Gillis CJF

Managlng Editor — Today’s ProFarrier
1317 00 N.

Warsaw, Indiana 46582

Dear Matt,

Having read the Oct/Nov 2009 issue of “Today’s ProFarrier”, |
felt that your “Rock and Roll My Ass” reprint deserved some
explanation and rebuttal. | am submitting the attached docu-
ment as “input” and “something to share”, for the Mail section
of your publication.

Sincerely,

Mike Breen CJF

cc: Scott Davidson CJF
Dr. Ric Redden DVM
Dr. Scott Morrison DVM
Dr. Michael L. Steward DVM
Gene Ovnicek
Craig Trnka CJF
Dick Fanguy CJF
Julie Young CJF - Indlarll_g]dl;amers Association Newsletter
itor

M ABreen Horseshoemg
- 14741 E 196th Street
Noblesvulle Indiana 46060 3
E-mall mlkeb16996@aol com j
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Farrier's Formula® Barn Bag"
Double Strength Pleasure and Performance Horse
- Pelleted Nutritional Supplement Pelleted Feed Concentrate

.~ *Provides nutrients important *Manage or eliminate excess grain,
for healthy hoof structure and  starch and calorie intake.
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AAEP Farrier Short Course Program

n Saturday, February 20, 2010, the Purdue University

School of Veterinary Medicine’s Equine Club will be

hosting the AAEP Farrier Short Course for veterinary

students. The program is sponsored by Purina Mills
and it consists of an informative one-day podiatry lecture by an
AAEP member veterinarian and a Certified Journeyman Farrier
from the American Farrier’s Association. Dr. Scott Pleasant and
Brian Buckner will be this year’s lecturers.

The goals of the course are to emphasize the importance of the
veterinarian / farrier relationship; to review the basics of hoof bio-
mechanics and lower limb anatomy of the horse; to discuss bal-
ance and shoeing evaluation; to familiarize students with various
types of horse shoes and their different uses.

Farriers from across Indiana are invited to attend and help instruct
students during the practical segment of the program. The hands-
on segment will provide farriers the opportunity to discuss hoof
care and shoe fitting, while demonstrating necessary safety proce-
dures while working around a horse. The farrier will also demon-
strate and then supervise shoe removal and trimming by the stu-
dents performed on dead limbs.

Tentative Schedule for Saturday February 20, 2010:

8:00 — 8:30 am Welcome and Introductions

8:30 — 1:00 pm Lectures by Dr. Pleasant and Mr. Buckner (Break
at 10:00 am)

1:00 —2:00 pm LUNCH

2:00 — 5:00 pm Demonstration and Wet Lab

PUSVM Equine Club contact person:
Leighanne Erickson, Class of 2011, 765-414-8009
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Matt,

reread your article “Rock and Roll My Ass” in the Oct/Nov
2009 issue. I say reread, because I read it 5 years ago, when it
was printed in another publication. If you’re going to continue
to use this article, maybe you should refresh it a little bit; add a
little history on the animal pictured, maybe a little follow up on the
animals treated. What was the impression of other farriers and vets
at the clinic? Has anyone had success with gluing on wood shoes or
“clogs“? Put some research with your reprint. It’s been five years.
I can help you out with some of the above information. The clinic
mentioned in the article took place November 6, 2004. The Indiana
Farriers Association hosted the clinic. You were president of the
association at that time, and took part in the board decision to hold
the clinic. You remained president of our association thru 2005, and
a member of our association thru 2006. After 2006, you no longer
renewed your membership. There were 29 people who paid to at-
tend the clinic. Those 29 consisted of 8 Certified Journeyman Farri-
ers, 7 Certified Farriers, 11 farriers, and 3 vets. The atmosphere of
the clinic was very informal with plenty of give and take, question
and answer, and discussion.
The animal in the picture is named Valentine. She belonged to a
client of mine. Valentine had always been a low grade chronic lami-
nitic animal. On 10/25/04, Valentine was found cast under a stall
partition. Her injuries consisted of extensive abrasions on her left
side, damage to her ribcage, damage to her left eye, her left front
carpus had a two inch by four inch piece of skin missing, with liga-
ments, tendons, and part of the joint exposed. Skin grafts were re-
quired. Six days after she was admitted to the clinic, you snapped
your picture of Valentine, in her just glued on wooden roller motion
shoes. She was in some pain from her injuries, and sedated. It’s
said a picture is worth a thousand words. I think a picture can also
be very deceptive if that is its’ intent. The hoof- pasturn angle on
the right front looks pretty good though, and in your blow up of her
hooves, it appears like she’s using the mechanics of the shoe to
achieve that angle. The attending veterinarian felt that the wooden
shoes were beneficial during the first few weeks of Valentine’s re-
covery, in that they allowed Valentine options on how she could
stand and move on her sore limbs.
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The shoes did not need to be reset. Valentine remained at the
clinic, until she had healed enough to return home on 1/10/05.
Valentine was visited almost daily by the farm manager,
throughout the length of her stay at the clinic. After her re-
turn home, I saw Valentine every six weeks on the regular
farm trim schedule. She seemed as comfortable and content
as any aged equine. She was a companion to other equines
on the farm, until she was euthanized on August 10, 2006 at
the age of 28. I asked the owner for some history on Valen-
tine. Her simple response was that she was a beloved pet.

The yearling paint horse that was worked on at the clinic had
a grade 3-4 club foot. His check ligament had been cut, but
the club foot was not improving. The clinician shod the front
feet with his own brand of aluminum roller motion shoe. The
local farrier continued to reset the shoes until they were worn
out. The foot improved. The horse was shod with conven-
tional shoes, trained, and sold at age three. The local farrier
said the club foot was a barely perceptible grade 1 club when
the horse was sold. There is no history of the horse after be-
ing sold.

The third horse worked on was a hunter jumper brood-
mare. The mare had been purchased out of Minnesota and
came with a wide toe crack from ground to hairline. She
couldn’t walk without shoes on the front. The local farrier
who brought her in had her shod in straight bars. She was
fairly comfortable, but he could still see the crack move when
she walked. The clinician shod her front hooves with con-
ventional open heel shoes. A wide perforated aluminum plate
was fabricated to fit across the crack. A layer of felt was
placed in the crack and then acrylic was applied to the front
of the hoof. The plate was pushed down into the acrylic and
then acrylic was applied over it. The local farrier said the
foot was more stable, and the mare was more comfortable
with the patch.
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After discussion, if the client still wants a product that I

feel is unnecessary, but will not be detrimental to the horse, Plan
B kicks in. Here are the perimeter measurements of your horse’s
hooves. There is a farrier supply on the east side of town, right
off the interstate, call and order, or go pick it up. We’ll try it. No
cost to me. Charge for time on return trip. I might find out I like
the product if I’ve never used it before. Another option in the
“tool bag”.
95% of the time I shoe with the same basic floor tools in my box
that were there thirty years ago. I replace the tools as needed but
they’re still the same tools. Most of my shoeing is basic, conven-
tional, traditional, everyday, whatever you want to call it shoeing.
I’d like to say traditional, but I don’t know what the cut off date
was, when all new shoeing products, techniques, and shoes be-
came non —traditional. Heart bars, straight bars, roller motion,
bubble, wedge, banana shoes, patton bar shoes, they’ve all been
new at least once or twice in the history of shoeing. What are
your criteria for making them OK? How did they pass the test?
How do you arrive at the opinions in your article? You say: “I
think there are basically three courses of action one can take when
confronted with, these supposedly, new products and ideas. One
can embrace them, ignore them, or fight them.” How about add-
ing a fourth, research them. You said: “fighting means work”.
Well, research means work also. A little research would make for
a more interesting, informative, and useful magazine article. I
subscribe to three farrier publications. I’'m looking for informa-
tion that helps me in my profession. I’d like information that
helps me decide for myself what products or ideas are worth a try.
I don’t want to read about wages lost by the writer, or all the cli-
ents that are leaving him, or be preached to about the sad state of
farriers in America, and as much as I don’t want to read these
things once, I want to read them even less the second time.

Print it all or not at all.

Mike Breen CJF
Indiana
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No strained back from holding a sedated horse for gluing. No
nail drags from trying to nail a “sedated horse”. Adjustments to
rocker can be made with rasp without removing shoe.  The
shoes were also proposed as an inexpensive treatment.

That also makes sense to me, even more so in today’s economy.
Material list includes screws, wood, impression material, and
some carving skills. I have not yet used wood shoes, but if the
situation arises, I wouldn’t hesitate to try them. I also wouldn’t
hesitate to ask for help from those who have already used the
shoes. In our association information and help is given freely.
I’d be willing to bet I’d have several offers for someone to “be
there” to help.

Most farriers are pretty good at improvising on their own, or
deciding what products or techniques work. There are extremes
at both ends ranging from: “What’s good for one is good for all”
to “Aw shucks, grandpa never did it that way”. Your article
made it seem like we farriers as a group are not competent to
sort out good and bad products and techniques for ourselves. 1|
disagree.

As to your ulcer growing every time a vet suggests a
shoe to a client that will cure Poco. That doesn’t happen here.
Vets and farriers in my area work together. Vets diagnose the
problem. The vet and the farrier discuss options for trimming,
shoeing, and follow up. With today’s technology, digital radio-
graphs can be sent via Email, and almost everyone has a cell
phone. Consultation in either direction is usually a piece of
cake. Vets attend farrier clinics. Farriers attend Vet clinics. It’s
a team effort. I live in the same state as you Matt, two hours
away. [’ve spoken to farriers and vets from your area of the
state. They work as a team. Why isn’t that working for you?

A client suggesting products for Poco is another issue.
Pros and cons can be discussed. Need can be discussed. Cost

can be discussed.
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The fourth horse worked on was a young quarter horse stallion
named Hickory. Hickory was well bred, had been shod, and was
being worked. In July 2003, 16 months before the clinic, Hickory
somehow caught his left hind foot and completely removed the
shoe, with the entire hoof capsule attached. He was cared for at the
clinic, and had grown out a new, somewhat atrophied hoof capsule.
It had the appearance of a small foot with chronic laminitis. Hick-
ory limped at a walk, but could gallop in the field. The clinician
used some acrylics to build up the foot and glued on a roller motion
type aluminum shoe. The attending veterinarian felt that Hickory
moved more freely with the shoe. Hickory became a pet project at
the host clinic. Farriers were in and out of the clinic all the time,
and it seemed that everyone always wanted to take a look at Hick-
ory. The history of his treatment was well documented with photos,
radiographs, and text. Hickory was well mannered, and appeared
happy with all the attention and care that was lavished upon him.
Hickory’s foot never became “normal”. The attending veterinarian
felt that the foot didn’t have sufficient blood supply. Hickory
moved to a ranch out west. The foot remained painful, and Hickory
was euthanized in June of 2007, 4 V4 years after losing his hoof cap-
sule.

At the start of your article you wrote: “I’m ashamed to ad-
mit that [ paid money to see these ridiculous, Red Green show reject
of an idea, these insults to common sense, applied to the feet of this
poor beast.” I did a little survey work for you Matt. I contacted all
of the clinic participants that I could still locate and asked them
three questions:

Did you consider the clinic a beneficial learning experience?
21 yes

Would you pay to attend the same clinic again if it was offered?
20 yes - 1 possibly

Have you glued on wooden shoes, or can you think of a future
scenario where you might glue on wooden shoes? 13 yes - 5 al-
ready have -1 possibly -2no
I did not include you in the survey, since it is pretty obvious from
your reprint that your feelings on the topic haven’t changed in five
years. Other than you, I was able to contact 21 clinic participants.
The other 7 I could not contact, they no longer have an up to date
tel# on the IFA or AFA website. If interested, contact me for the
names and numbers of those I was able to reach.
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Some comments during the survey:

“I use them on babies. Cut them out of 1x4s. Only thing is
they’re slicker than snot. Found that if I slather some craft
glue on the bottom of the shoe and then stick it in a bucket of
sand, it takes care of the problem. “

“I glued them on a sore, laminitic pony that was hard to catch
when he was sound. Client called 10 or 12 days later and said
he was never so glad to see that pony gallop away from him
when he tried to catch him in the pasture.”

“I would probably glue on something aluminum.”

“I probable wouldn’t glue on wood, because I don’t carry a
router or wood working tools on the truck.”

“We use them at our clinic a lot. Give Matt Dr. O’Grady’s
website address.”

“Same exact article he printed 5 yrs ago, that’s a shame”

“If it helps the horse, who cares what material goes on the
horse, or how it’s attached.”

“I used to glue wood on babies feet, but now I glue on the
small plastic shoes because they give better traction”

“I was at a loss as to what to do for my client’s horse. Sug-
gested they send him to a clinic down south. He came home
with wooden shoes and recovered nicely. My client is pleased
to be riding again.”

It seems that everyone I contacted was pleased with the

clinic, would return for the same clinic, and was at least keep-
ing glued-on-wooden shoes as a treatment option.
Further into your article you mentioned, “It is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to debate shoeing theories without someone
getting their panties in a knot.” It’s also difficult if you don’t
open your mouth. You didn’t voice any opinion or offer any
objection to the clinician at the clinic. You and another farrier
did grill the clinician’s assistant while he trimmed the back feet
of a horse. It was in another room away from the crowd.
Some heard it, some were embarrassed by it. I know one far-
rier even sent you an E-mail to let you know she thought it was
inappropriate.
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At our latest fall clinic a product rep came with his product. I had
used the products in the past, but had become disenchanted with
them because they didn’t seem to be working correctly. When the
clinic was announced, I wasn’t real enthused, but I attended. I
signed up for a dead leg and went through the product application
process step by step. Guess what? It wasn’t the product that was
failing, I wasn’t using it correctly. That product line is an option in
my “tool bag” again. At that clinic, a farrier showed up late for the
hands on, and had an open discussion with the clinician. The far-
rier used a different product, because he didn’t have luck with the
clinicians’ product. They talked about how the product was ap-
plied. The procedure was correct. The clinician and farrier ban-
tered back and forth, with the pros and cons of both products dis-
cussed. The clinician finally said, “If your product works for you,
then use your product.” End of discussion. No one was upset.
The whole group listened to the discussion, and picked up some
useful information on both products.

They say there’s a sucker born every day. My rebirth rate
is off the charts. I’'m a sucker for new stuff. I’ve got a whole cabi-
net of new stuff in my shop gathering dust. They didn’t work for
me. I’ve also got some new products as options in my “tool bag”,
some at different depths than others. I don’t know if I have a
Nolan hoof plate, but I have a plate that closes like a muffler
clamp, a muffler clamp, acrylics, piano wire, teeny screws, a small
burr instead of a small drill bit, small drill bits, teeny washers for
lacing, small nails, sheet metal, fiberglass cloth, hardware cloth,
etc. I’ve either patched a crack or seen a crack patched with all
these materials at some time in my career. If I told you I patch a
crack a year I’d be lying, but if I have to patch a crack, I’'m pretty
confident I can handle it. If I can’t, I know someone who can.
The “new shoes”, I’ve got some of them as options in my” tool
bag”, some right on top. The one I use the most, I don’t use for its’
intended purpose, but it works for my purpose. I have some
wooden “clog” models in my shop. I got them at a clinic several
years ago. The vet giving the clinic proposed attaching them with
drywall screws instead of nailing. An acute laminitic horse could
bear weight on the shoe while it was being applied. Makes sense
to me.

15




<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



